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| CHRIST 


BEST HUSBAND: 


Pfal. 45. 10, 11. 
Hearken, ( O daughter) and conſider, and incline 
(]) thinecar; forget alſo thine own mo 
thers houſe; + ſha the King greatly defire thy beau- 
t9 ; for be i thy Lord, and worſhip thou bins. 


His Pſalm is calle& a Song of Loves, 
the moſt high, pure and ſpiritual, the 
. moſtdear, ſweet, and delightful Loves; 
namely , thoſe which are between 
« | .Chrift, the Beloved, and his Church, which is his 
S : wherein is ſct foith, firſt, the Lord Jeſus 
8 'Chrift,in regard of his Majefty,Power,andDivinity, 
His truth ,meckneſs and cquity;and then the Spouſe 
is ſet forth in regard of her ornaments,companions, 
atte1 and poſterity; and both are ſet forth in 
regard of thei ineſs and - AﬀteraDe- 
ſcription is given of Chriſt , an invitation is made 
unto his , and that of the children of 
men, called by the na | 
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2 Chriſt the Beft Husband, or, 
fore particularly applicably unto the Daughters 0 
men; yet not ſo ascxclading the ſons of men 
any. more than when God ſpeaketh unto the ſons 
efinen, he doth exclude the daughters; and with 
reference chiefly unto the Daughters I ſhall now 
ponk unto the waſtds; and from hence obſerve 
is Doftrine;-as comprehenſive of the words as 
] can make it. | 
Doct. That the Lord Jefres Chriſt , the King of<|-. 
Glory, doth invite all the ehildren of men, particularly | . 
tbe Daughters of men;'to be bis Spouſe ; and 15 exceed- > 
engly de/irons of therr beauty ; who, forgetting their 
people, and- fathers houſe, do hearken, conſider, and | 
l mnclitze to bis invitation, and joyn themſelves to him : 
| #1 this Relation.” © © oP 
In handling of this point, I' ſhall 1. ſpeak con- 
cerning Chriſt's:eſpouſing hamaſelf unto the children 
of men. - 2. Show that Chrift . doth invite alb the | h 
children of men, and particularly the daughters of | , 
men, to be his Spouſe. 3. That ſuch who would a 
be eſpouſed unto” Jeſus Chriſt, muſt hearkenyc0tie 
fider, and incline to his invitation, and forgettheir 6 
own people, and fathers houſe. 4. That ſach as rh 
are eſpouſed unto; Jeſus Chriſt, are very beautiful. | , | 
5: That Jefus Chriſt doth greatly defire the beauty | -? 
of fuch as are eſpouſed unto him. 6. And laſtly, 
Make fome Application. * 
1. Concerning*:Chriſts efpouſing himſelf unto | ,, 
_ the children of men;3. Chriſt doth eſpouſe and be- ho 
; troth people unto himſelf in this world ; the pub- kin 
oy” lick folemnization of the marriage is. reſerved until | © 
I the laſt day, when his Spouſe fhall be brought to | - 
him in white robes, -and raiment of perfect righ- |, 
teouſneſs, *more rich and curious than any wow Ny 
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An invitation of young Women unto Chriſt. | 3 
work ; and the -Marriage-feaſt will be kept 7 his - 
Fathers houſe m Heaven, where; they ſhall be re- 
ceived into the neareſt and clgſeſt embracements 
of his Love. The eſpoufal between them, and 
marriage knot is tied here. There are four things 
chiefly included in Chrifts efpouſal with the'chil- 
, dren of men ; 1. Mutual choice. 2.Mutual affection. 
| _ 3. Mutual union. 4. Mutual obligation. | | 

1. Mutual choice, befides the eternal choice, which 
is not only in Chriſt as Mediator, 'but alſo by 
Thriſt as the. eternal Son of God z Chriſt doth in 
time. actually chuſe ſome of the children of men 
paſſing by others, without the leaſt reſpect to any 
worthineſs, or defirable qualification ip them, bux 
freely, of his mere grace, to make them his Spoule, 


relation 'to himſelf; and hereiu Chriſt doth begin, 
he chuſeth them firft, as he tellerthis Diſciples, 
pob.-15.16. Ye have not choſen me, but I have choſen 
you : and then they make choice. of. him above all 
to take him for their Lord: and Husband; Chriſt | 
fndeth them deformed,defiled, enſlaved, poor, mi- 
ferable, wretched, very deſpicable and loathfome 
by reafon of fin; -and he maketh choice of them, 
not becauſe they have any beauty , and futable 


and to bring them into the Marriage covenarit, an 


his beauty and comlineſs upan them, and endow 
them himfelf with ſuch qualifications as may wiake 
them meet for his embracements : but in their ma- 


king choice of Chrift, they are drawn toit by the 


Yi benny © for this match ; -but that he may put 


moſt attractive and- powerful motives of the tran- 
ſcendent beauty, and ſuperlative excellency which 
they ſee in him beyond all perſons and things in 


A3 


" Ifhe world. 
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F Chrift the beſt Hucband, or, 
2. In this eſpouſal there is mutual affeQtion, 
this doth ren xl the choice; on Chriſts part 
at firſt he doth a love of benevolence unto 
them whom he doth eſpouſe ; and doth deſire the 
neareſt union and conjunction unto them, and 
therefore doth make ſuit to them for their Love : 
On their part, their hearts are drawn forth in de- 
ſires after Chriſt : None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt, 
is the language of their hearts, when they are made |* 
throughly ſenſible of their need of him z and how- 
ever his dowry at firſt is moſt deſired, yet after- 
wards, as they get more acquaintance, they are 
moſt taken with his perſon. 2 
* 3. In this eſpouſal there is mutual Union ; and 
herein moſt properly doth the eſpouſal lie; in 
this union Chriſt and ſouls are contracted, and the 
knot is ticd ſo faſt, as no power can untie; which 
union is by the Spirit, on Chriſts part, and by Faith 
on their part; by the Spirit Chriſt doth lay hold 
on them, and by Faith they lay hold upen Chriſt ; 
by the Spirit Chriſt doth draw them, and knit them 
to himſelf, and by Faith they come and joyn 
themſelves unto him, and ſo the match is made ; 
Chrift becomes theirs, his perſon, portion, and all 
his benefits theirs ; and they become Chriſts, their 
perſons, their hearts, and all that they have is re- | 
figned up unto him. | | 
4. In this —_ there is mutual obligation : 
Chriſt obligeth himſelf to them to love them, and 
never leave them, to protect, to provide for them, 
to live with them here, and at length to take them 
to live with him for ever; and they engage them- 
ſelves unto him, to be loving, loyal, faithful, obe- 
dicnt, an6 with full purpoſe of heart to ſtick cloſe 
] h Os | to 
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Ap invitation of young Women unto Chrift. x5 
to him, as long as they live : this is implied in the 
cſpouſal it ſelf. 

2. Chriſt doth invite all the children of men, 
and particularly the Daughters of men, to be his 
Spouſe ; this is that which they are invited unto 
in the Text. It is upon this account that Chriſt 
doth ſend his Miniſters to be his Embaſſadours, to 


. whom he.giveth Commiſſion in his Name to call 


the children of men unto this moſt near and ſweet 
relation, they do repreſent his perſon, and are to 
invite and woe in his Name, that people would 
come and joyn themſelves unto him. The Apoſtle 
Paul tells the Coremhiaxs, how ſucceſsful his Em- 
baſſage was amongſt'them , upon this account, 
2 Cor. 11.3. T bave eſpouſed you unto one byaband, 
that I may preſent you 4s « chaſte virgin unto Chriſt. 
And when any Miniſters are inſtrumental in the 
converſion of any, they do eſpouſe them to Chrift ; 
in converſion, fingers are divorced from fin, and 
are married unto the Lord Jeſus. The Lord by his 
Word in the mouth of his Minifters, doth make a 
general invitation unto all the children of men, . 
and particularly, all the Daughters of men are invi- 
ted to be Chriſts Spouſe; Hearken, O Danghtty, 
ad conſider, incline thine ear, &g. Such as are el- 
der arc invited, but eſpecially thoſe that ate young 
er; whether married or unmarried ; of phe de. 
gree, or of the meaneſt quality; even_the” poor- 
cſt ſervants are as welcome to- be Chriffs Spouſe, 
as thoſe that are rich; He regardeth not the rich 
more than the poor; He choſe a mean Virgin, 
eſpouſed to a Carpenter, tobe his Mother ; 
and he chuſeth and calleth any fuch, and rhoſe 
which arelower than fuch to be his Spouſe. 
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Chriſt the Beſt Husband, or, 
- 3. That ſuch who would be eſpouſed unto Je- 
fus Chriſt, muſt hearken, conſider, and incline to 
his invitation, and forget their peeple and fathers 
houſe. | 
';.--L.: Such as would be eſpouſed unto Chriſt, muſt 
Hearken; Hearken,, © Daughter. .Some, yea moſt 
of the children of men; ſhut their eyes as faſt as 
they can againſtithe' light of the Word, and they 
ſhut their ears ag faſt as: they can againſt the calls 
of the Word, like thedeaf Adder; which will nof 
hearken to the voice of the Charmer, charines he 
never ſo wiſcly ; ſo they will not hearken to the 
invitations-of, Chriſt, by-his Miniſters, letthem in- 
vite never ſo pathetically.; It was by the earthat 
the temptanon to {in was rectived at firſt by man, 
when he departed. from God, and by the ear the 
invitation to be .Chiiſt's. Spouſe 3s firſb "received, 
whereby.any are reſtored unto 'Gods: favour :' the 
—_—— firſt; ppened.to-receive- Chriſts invita- 
tion, before the heart! will be opencd-ro receive 
Jeſus: Chriſt jo, this conugal teria, Iſa. 55. 3. 
Heer, and thy ſoal ſhall live. 

2+; ch. as-woulg: be eſpouſed unto Chriſt, muſt 
not anly.hearken, but ,confider Chnfts- invitation; 
Hear , ©. daughter, and conſider. It is not a ſlight 
ex bare_ bearing of.Chriſts invitation., -which will 
make up. the match; between: Chriſt and the Soul, 
but there mult be a conſidering, :a pondering of it 
in t e.mind , there:tauſt de:a-conlideting of the 
bY 3.felf, what.it ig; othe reality of the thing, 
the neceſſity. of the.thing; the attainablcneſs'of it, 
the greatnels of. it, the fxeeneſs of jt; the! ſweetneſs 
of i it, . the advantage of it; the difference between 
_ Ehriſts, ag and; the Devils Titupratfoby, > 
© 1 22Wol F Or 


S ; R | 
. _  _— : - a. Vn 
= = * . = 
- % - 
A . - 3 - 


* 
C4 


ter, and conſider, incline ghine ear. 1 fu 
inclining of the car, is not: meant he 
'of which before; but it includeth.. the inclining 


"An invization of young Women unmoChriſt, 
or any of the worlds proffers,and by ſuch conſider- * 
ing and weighing the,one with. the other , the 
Soul will come to underſtand, and: fully be per- 
ſwaded,that Chriſts invitations are moſt reaſonable 
and, eligible. 

3.. Such as would be eſpouſed unto Chriſt, muſt 
incline unto Chriſts invitation ;. Hearkes,, Q dewgh- 


ys. by 


of the heart to accept of Chriſts invitation ; there 


"muſt be a conſent of the Will, - and: a ready- 


compliance with Chriſt's motion, -a .clohing-.of 
the heart with.it; this doth ſhew ir "ſelf, wr the 
Soul is not only "ſued unto to accept of Chriſt, but 
jt putteth. forth deſires after Chriſt, and ſueth-to 
him *that- it may be accepted.into this relation... As 
Devid-did incline unta the invitation.of the Lord 
to tek his face,, Pſal. 27. 8. When thou -ſaideſt 
Seck je wy face; my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy, faces 


. Lord, will I ſeek; So the children -of: men 


to Chriſts invitation to be his Spouſe, '/when their - 
hearts ſay, Lord, Let usbe thy Spouſe, and berhan 
our beloved. - 

4. Such as would be eſpouſed unto Jeſus Chriſt, c 
mult forget their people, and- fathers houſe, 'Hear- 


ken, O daughter, and conſider forget: 'rhy -owt people 
and th bs eters beuſe; not as if by. eſpouhng them- - 


ſelves unto Chrif "they were to caſt off all affect;- 
ons .unto natural relatiqns,' but. they: :uſt: fo forget 
all relations, as to be ready to forgoeall fa- 
veur, where it ſtandeth in.competition with brift; 
they "muſt be ready to difpleaſe aviy-rather than to 
APE. Chriſt; aud. ſutter $he Joſs.of any ng. 
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An covieation of young Wemet ito Chrif '9” 
ſparkling beauty and luſtre, when they are trans- 
formed into the likeneſs of their Lords noſt beau 
tiful and glorious body; whereby they will-be- 
come very amiable both unto Chrift, and har to 
another. But I now ſpeak of pong 
hoy ſuch have who are eſpouſed unto 

are very beautiful, not externally, but i 
not in regard of their bodics, but rey 
ſouls ; uot ſo much in the eyes of men, as in the 
of God ; as verſe 13. of this Pſabw: The Kings 
dnglor & ali -florious within : They have a glorious 

which is ſo far glorious as it is gracious; 

their ſouls are in ſome meaſure reftored 
primitive beauty ; they have the moſt beautiful 
Image of God engraven upon them and fo faras 


'3 


are comparativ 
none nth w d befides them have the leaſb ſpark 
of ſpiritual beauty ; ſuch as are not eſpouſed to 


NE and fuch as are unrenewed 


excccding| beſpotted and defiled with\{m; 
tr he moſt ug- 


have 
chephavemn ſpirits in the fight of God. "There are 
Foes ſome grove Spouſe, but there is 
are 


beauty too; and 
farther towards of beauty; and here--. 
after they ſhall be made perfeftin holineſs 3 "and - 
here they are perſe£t in thew Heal, they have A 
covering for their ſpots ; 1 mean the | 


reouſneſs of Chriſt; through which arerepu=. 

ted by Ged as perfeftly beautiful. ay 
$+ That the Lord Jeſus Chrift doth e: 

dclure the beauty of ſuch as arc cſpouſed unto h 


on farther and 
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| Frog defiretly to fee it, and enjoy it in his 
- fellowſhip: with them; 'See "this defire after his 


Spouſes beauty,” Cant. 2. 14. O my dove, thou art 
i the clefts .of the rock,, in the freve places of the 
ſtairs, let me ſeethy countenance, let me hear thy voice, 
for "fmert is thy voice, 'and thy countenance is comety. 
See+farther how/he'admireth the beauty of his 
; chap. 4.2." Behold , rhow” att fair, my love, 
thou: art fasr | Hecalleth his Spouſe his Love, 
being thedearobject of his love,” and he admireth 
her tovelineſs :| he'irepears'it twice, Thou art fair, 
Thou artfair : aad'that with a note of admiration, 
Eehiold-thou art-fair!'and again, Behold thou! art 
 - fairt:and ſo hegoeth' on in the deſcription of her 
|  beanty& and inthe7thverſe he telleth her, Thoi 
" © _ at all fir; wyleve, there 55 no ſpit in thee. Through: 
/0-comlineſs; which he had put upon' her, Fe 
fawnothing bur beauty;-and no'pot in her ; and 
TIT wethave|a wonderful expreſſion of 
to-his Sponſe. :Thox baft raviſhed my heart, 
my Siſter, my Spouſe, :thou baſt:raviſhed my heart with 
ejes, withrene chain of thy neck ' The Ori- 
- ginaliveord -fignifietty;, z-thou-haft un-hearted me, 
-. or taken away mytheart'from me'; ; the Spouſe had 
.* gotreway: Chritts hear with one of her eyes, with 
” her: looks-and> glances of love upon” him; 'and he 
-_ was excedingly taken with the chain'of faith, and 
* . Qher graces linked together, about the neck of her 
-* Soul: The-Lord: nn marvellouſly delight in 
- the. interbal- his people, and he greatly 
-- -to-ſet a enjoy-it, which be doth, when 
be hk are brought -nexrato o_ moſtiatimate com- 
B Þ hit, | 
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The APPLICATION. 4 


' fe 1. For Examination. 


TN ©th the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, -the King of Glo» - 


ry, invite all the children of men, and parti- 


cularly the daughters of men, to be his Spouſe? - 
and is he ſo greatly deſirous of the beauty of ſuch *© 
as are joyned unto him 2 This then ſhould purall ' 


of you upon the enquiry, whether you are 


unto Jeſus Chriſt ? You- have been calked here * 


unto, have you hearkened Þ You have had"great 


proffers made to you, have you'confidered Þ You! 


have been invited again aud again, and many argu- 


ments. have beemuſed with you, to prevail with. 
you to come and joyn your ſelves to the-Lord'Je- 
ſus ;. but have you inclined ? Have. you beenper-- 


ſwaded ? Is. the match indeed made up between 
Chrift and your ſouls? | 
If you are eſpouſed unto Chriſt, then» > 
I. You are disjoyned. from fin 5 Is-the-curſed 


-i& 


teague broken, which is naturally between fin and - 


. your hearts? Before you-come- to beeſpouſed uns 


to Chriſt, you are as it were eſpouſed and max- - 


ried to fin ; finis your Husband, and you are-tied 
in itsbonds; ſimdoth inhabit with you, and dwell 
in the embracements of your 'deareſt love and de- 
light ; you care for the things of fin; how you 
may pleaſe your fleſh, and gratitieyourinordinate 
defires; and whilſt this husband: and beloved of 


your hearts liveth,.. you are-not at liberty to be  * ' 
eſpouſed and marricd unto. Jefus Clit ;-and ſin * 
liveth in the affeQtions, -whillt it doth polyyenn | 


ho 
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" Chriſt is received, Job. 1. 12. To 4 as Fe- 


Chriſt the Beſt Hntband, of , 
moſt prevailing liking affeCtions ; and fo long 
ou are knit and linked unto fin : examine whether 
hath yet received it's deaths wound in your 
hearts ; whether ever the falſe mask of fin hath 
been plncked off, and the odiouſneſs of it hath 


/ been made manifeſt unto you; whether your hearts 


have been brought to a loathing and detcftation of 
itz and fo fin killed in your affections , and the 


- | knot unloſed which hath tyed your hearts unto it 2. 


Do- you indeed hate fin with the greateſt and moſt 
umplacable hatred? Is fin mortifed and ſubdued 


*% as to its reigning power? if fin be dead, youare 


atliberty wo be eſpouſed, and it is a good cvidence 
that you arc eſpouſcd unto Jeſus Chrift. 

2. If yoube eſpouſed unto Chriſt, then you have 
been drawn to him by the ſpirit, Job. 6.44. No 
mar C47 COMe aro me, exeeft the Father which bath 
ſent me draw bim : and the Father draweth by the 


Spirit. You have had external calls of the Word 


—__—_— _— _— — effe . 
Qtually,. wh power ure and 
yet moſt ſweetly by the Spirit, unto Jeſus Chnſt F 


l 7 X 
and-rranſcendent lovelineſs, His excellency , and 
great willingneſs to-give entertainment unto you 
in this relation? and have you been moved and 
drawn hercby unto ham ? 

If you be eſpouſed unto Chriſt, then you have 
id hold upon: him by faith ; the ſpirit doth draw 
unto-Chriſt, by working the Grace of Faith, and 
to believe in him ; by Faith 
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Spoufe ; hgve you this Grace of Faith wrought in 
u with power? have you reccived and applied 
Garin unto your ſelves ? have you received him 
upon his own termes ? and do you by Faith 
on quickning and ftrengthning influences from 

im? 

4. If you be eſpouſed unto Chrift, then you.do- 
embrace him in the arms of your deareſt leve ; 
then you love the Lord Jeſus in lincerity , and you 
love him with the fupremacy of your love; If you 
love father or mother, houſes or lands, riches or 
honours, delights or pleaſures, or any thing in the 
world, more than Chriſt, you have no true love to 
Chrift, and be ſure arc not eſpouſed to him z but 
if Chriſt be chiefly beloved, it is an evidence that 
on are joyned in this relation unto him. 

5. If you are eſpouſed unto Chriſt, you have ac- 
quaintance and converſe with Chriſt, and you like 
his company beſt, __ highly value, and dili- 

tly attend upon all thoſe Ordinances which. are 
the means of bringing. you and Chriſt ; 
and this is. the great thing which: you. defire and 


 Neek after in Hearing and Prayer, and at the Table 


of the Lord, that you may have a fight of your 
Beloved, and a taſte of his Love, and- more inti- 
mate communion with Him. And-is acquaintance 
begun with Chriſt, and farther intimacy ny 
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by. you? Are þ 
. Yreatefteem with you 7. Do you give all diligence 
0 wait upon, and for your Beloved in them? 
--6:”If you are eſpouſcd unto Chriſt, - then you 
endeavour to | promote his intereſt ; and advance 


» Him, and filled ſometimes with 


| the Beſt Huband, or, . ._- 


L 


pure. and powerful Ordinances. of 


-his. name in the” world; then when others feek 
their own' things, you ſeck the things of Jeſus 
"Chriſt, and look upon them as yourfown ; when 
-ethers labour chiefly to lift_up themſelves in the || - 
&ftcem 'of men, you labour thove all to lift up, 

'iChriſt in mens eſteem : you are commending your 


| +þtloved above all others beloved; and endeavour 


to bring ethers jn love with him, and into the ſame 
relation with your ſelves viito him. Can you ſhew 
fuch evidences as theſe of your eſpouſals unto 
Chriſt? And if beyond theſe, you have love-to- 
kensto ſhew which you have received from Chrilt; 
if he have given you Soul-refreſhing viſits, heart- 
raviſhing ſmiles, gracious returns to your Prayers, 
the white ſtone, a fight of your name written. in 


' his book, the hidden manna, the fruit of the tree 


of life, a glympſe of glory, an earneſt of your in- 
heritance, a forc-taſte of Heaven , un-utterable 
peace of conſeience; a heart enlarged with love ro 

te joyes of the 
Holy Ghoft ; ſuch love-tokens as theſe may put 
it quite out of queſtion whether you are eſpou- 


. ſed unto Chrift, when all theſe are the. tokens 


of his 'conjugal, eſpecial, and moſt cndeared 

Love. | prgh 
Uſe 2. For reproof of all thoſe that tefuſe or 
neglect Chrifts invitation - of them-,. to .be_. his 
Spouſe, es. 
| 4. This 
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| TI: This is your great fin, hereby you highly 
affront Chriſt, and you exccediogly offend hum : 
I fuppoſe it would offend and highly difpleaſe your 
ſelves, fhould you make love to an inferiour, and 
have your perſons contemned, and your love flight- 
ed by them; Chriſt hath made love, and made 
ſurt unto you, who are infinitely inferiour untg 
him, He calleth upon you, and his great deſire of 


= is, that you would be his Spouſe ; by your re- 


uſal of him, and negle& of his invitatien, you 
contemn his perſon, and ſlight his Love ; yea, you 
preferr his inferiours before him ; even thoſe that 
are not worthy to be nam'd with him : and can 
there be a greater indignity offered ? If Chriſt 
thould contemn you that are ſo mean, and flight 
your Love, as unworthy of any regard, it would 
not be ſo much wonder; It is no great wonder to 
ſee a Prince flight the aſpiring conjugal Love of a 
Beggar ; but for you that are beggarly ſinners to 
ſlight the perſon and love of ſuch a Prince, this is a 
great ſin and provocation. | 
2. This is your great folly as well as fin, to re- 
fuſe and neglect the gracious proffers of beiug 
made the Spouſe of Chriſt ; hereby you forteit 
all that eſpecial Love of his which you might havey 
with all the endearcd cxprefſions thereof : by this 
refuſal and neglect you chuſe raggs before robes, 
droſs before gold ; pebbles before jewels; guilt be- 
fore a pardon ; wounds before healing ; defilement 
before cleanſing; deformity before comelineſs ; 
trouble before peace ; oe before liberty ; the 
fervice of the Devil before the ſervice of Chriſt ; 
hereby you chuſe diſhonour before a crown ; death 
before life ; Hell before Heaven ; eternal pain and 
+ 9%, 0 miſery 
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16 Chbriſt the Beſt Hucband, or, 
miſery befo:e everlaſting joy and glory. And need 
therea farther evidence of your folly and madneſs, 
in refuing and neglecting of Chriſts invitation to 
be his Spouſe ? 


Uſe 3. For comfort of all thoſe that have heark- 
ned, confidered, and are inclined and perſwaded to 
be the Spouſe of Jeſus Chrift, 

7. This is your wiſdome, they are foeliſh Vir- 
gins which refuſe, but you are the wiſe Virgins, 
who have accepted of Chriſts proffer, and have 
dipoſed your ſelves unto him ; you have made the 
wifeſt choice; and however the blind World may 
deem you fools, yet you are wiſe in the efteem of 
God, and one day will be ſo in the eſteem of them 
them that now deſpiſe you. | 

2. This ts your glory, you that are eſpouſed un- 
to Jeſus Chriſt, are advanced unto great dignity 
- and honour; you are of all others in the world 
moſt hyghly preferred : It is the dignity of Chriſt 
to be ſo near to the Father, and it is your dignity. 
to be ſo near unto Chriſt : It is Chriſts honour be- 
yond' every creature, that he is joyned in the hypo- 
ftatieal union unto the Father, and it is your ho- 
Hour that you are: joyned in this myſtical and 
conjugal union and relation unto the cternal Son 
of God. Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſ- 
dome, nor the mighty man glory in his ſtrength, 
nor.the wealthy man glory in his riches; but you 
may glory in the Lord, that you are eſpouſed unts 
Chrift ; gtory not in yeur ſelves, but in the Lord, 


who hath moſt freely and graciouſly taken you nts 


this relation. | 
3. Thisis your ſafety : If yoy are eſpouſed unte 
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Chriſt, you are under the wing of his eſpecial 
protection continually, he is by this relation unto 
you, engaged to prorect and detend you, and that 
from Sim and Sathan, and eternal ruine, and fo 
long you are ſafe ; yea, he hath a ſpecial regard 
for you in times of danger trom men, he hath ſe- 


. cret chambers of his providence to hide you in 


when there are great ſtorms and tempeſts of trou- 
ble about you, and if ſuch times thould overtake 
you, which are not very unlikely, either he will 
preſerve . your from common defolation, or by it 
ladge you with. humfelf our of the reach of all fu» 
ture trouble. 

* 4. This may comfort you at all times; and. in 
all conditions, that you are ſo nearly related unto 
Chriſt, that he loverh you when the world hateth 


 yoh thar he carerh for you, -and hath promiſea to 


provide for you what is needful here, and at length. 
witt receive you to the manſions he hath prepared- 
i his Fathers houſe, where you ſhall ſee, and ſhare 
if\his glory, and take up your habitation for ever 
with hin. 


- Uſe 4. For Exhortation both of thoſe that as 
yet are not eſpouſed unto Chriſt, and of thoſe that 


_ are eſpouſed. 


I; You that are not as Yet eſpouſed unto Chriſt, ' 

I ſhall direct my ſpeech unto you, and that to all: 
both men/and women, but particularly to you 
that are young women , whom eſpecially I am 
now called ro preach'unto. It may be novelty and' 
curioſity hath hroaght many hither this day, which 
otherwiſe would nt have been here; and poſſibly 
ge Lord may make uſe of this opportunity, not 
B z 6nl y 
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.above all the Kings of the Earth, Rev. 19. Bay's 


18 [ Chrift the Beſt Huband, or, 
Only to invite by his Word, but alſo to perſwade 
by his Spirit, ſome of you to eſpouſe your ſelves 


vato him; and if any fouls may now be brought 


to a cloſure with. Feſus Chriſt, I ſhall attain my 
great end, and both you and I fhall rejoyce that I 
hearkened unto that motion and defire which was 
made to mce of preaching a particular Sermon un- , 
to young women, as] have done many particular- 
ly unto young men. Come, Virgins, will you give 
me leave to be a Suiter unto you, not-in my own 
name, but in the name of my Lord ? May I pre- 
vail with you for your affections, and perſwade 
you to give them unto Chriſt 2 May I be inſtrumen- 
tal to joyn you and Chriit together this day ? Be 
not coy, as ſome of you poſkbly are in other Loves: 
Modeſty. and the Virgin bluſh may very well be- 
come'you, when motions of another kind are made 
wnto you; but here coynefs is folly, amd back- 
wardneſs to accept of this motion is a ſhame; and 
you have ten thouſand times more reaſon to bluſh 
at the refuſal of Chrift for your beloved, than at 
the acceptance; when otherwiſe the Devil and 
Sin would raviſh your Virgin affections. Never 
had you a better metion made to you, never was 
ſuch: a match proffered to you as this, of being 
matched and eſpouſed unto Jeſus Chriſt. 

T. Conſider wh6' the Lord Jeſus is, whom you 
are invited to eſpouſe your ſelves unto;. He is the 
beſt Husband ; none comparable to Jeſus Chriſt. 

1. Do youdekhire onethatis great? He is of the- 
higheſt dignity : none ever did or could climb in- 
to ſo high a ſear, or attain ſuch excellent Majeſty, 
as that which Chriſt is exalted unto ; he is exalted 
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bath on his veſture, and on his thich a Name written, 
KING OF KINGS; AND LORDOF LORDS. 
Yea, he is exalted above the Angels in Heaven, 
and none have ſuch authority ; 1 Pet. 3. 22. Who 
ws gone into Heaven; Angels, and — and 

Powers being made ſubjett unto him; He is the firſt- 
born of every creature; by whom, ana for whom, all 
things were created ; He #s before all things, and by 
him all things doconfiſt ; He is the Head of the Church, 
the beginning , the firſt born from the dead, and as 
over all perſons, ſo in all thinos he bath the prehems- 
nence. Col. 1. 15, 16, 17, 18. He ss the brightneſs 
of n4s Fathers olory, the expreſs imase of his perſon, 
Heb. 1. 3. He is the glory of Heaven, the darkng 
of eternity, admired by Angels, dreaded by De- 
vils, adored by Saints. It the meaneſt Beggar ſhould 
be matched unto the greateſt carthly Prince that 
ever lived, it, would not be ſuch an advancement 
unto her, as for you to be eſnouſed to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Ring of glory , whoſe honour 
and dignity you will partake of, in, and by this 
relation. 

2. Do youdehire one that is rich ? None is come 
parable unto Chriſt, who is the hezr of all things, 
Heb. 1.2. in whom all fulneſs doth dwell, Col. 1. 19. 
Not only the fulneſs of the earth doth belong to 
him, Pſal. 24. 1. but alſo the fulneſs of Heaven is 
at his diſpoſe, all things being given, and delivercd 
unto him by the Father, rap 3.35. Math. 11. 26. 
the riches of grace are at his diſpoſe, and the rich- 
cs of glory ; in him are hid all treaſures, Col. 2. 3. 
and the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the wnſearchable riches 
of Chri, Eph. 3.8. The riches of Chriſt are un- 
ſearchable, in regard of the worth of them ; they 
"*W4 | are 


20 Chriſt the beft Hnbend, or, 
are ineſtimable, the value of them is paſt finding 
out; and they are unſearchable in regard of the 
abundance of them; they are incxhauſtible ; none 
can draw dry Chriſts Fountain, none can. ſearch 
and find out the bottom of Chriſts treaſury. If 
you be eſpouſed unto Chriſt, you ſhall ſhare in 
his unſearchable riches , you 1hall receive of his: 
fulneſs, grace for grace here, and glory for glo- 
ry hereafter ; and he will make all necdful proviſi- . 
ons for your outward man, whilſt your abode is 
here in this world. | 

3. Do you deſire one that is wiſe ? There is 
none comparable unto Chriſt for wiſdome ; His 
knowledge 1s infinite, and his wiſdome js corre- 
ſpondent : Solomon excceded all that went before - 
him, or that followed after him, in wiſdome ; but 
be did not ſo far excecd a man of the meaneſt wit 
and ſhaſloweft capacity, as he was exceeded by 
Jeſus Chriſt; Chriſt is not only wiſe, but wiſdom, 
Afatth. 11.119. the wiſdome of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24. 
Chriſt is infinitely wile in himſelf, and he is the 
fpring of all the true, ſpiritual, and heavenly wiſ- 
dome, which is derived unto any of the children of 
men, Col. 2. 3. 1n him are hid all treaſures of wiſ- 
dowe ana kyowledge, if you be eſpouſed unto Chriſt, 
he will guide and counſel you, and make you wiſe 
unto ſalvation. 7 

4. Do you &elire one that is potent, who may 
defend you againſt your enemies, and any kind of 
injnrics and abuſes ? There is none that can equal 
Chriſt 1 power; others have ſome power , Im 
Chriſt hath all power, A/arth. 28. 18. Others may 
be potent, but Chriſt is omnipotent ; others have 
power, Chriſt is power ; the power of God, 1 Cor. 
| | ; I, 2.» 
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I.24. And if you be eſpouſed unto Chriſt, his in- 
finite power is engaged in your defence againſt 


your enemies; He will ſubdue your tcuiquities, 


Ac. 7.19. By that power whereby he is able to 
ſnbdue all things, Phslzp. 3. 21. He will bruiſe Sa- 
than under your fect, Rom. 16 20. He will keep 
you from the evil of the world, 7ob. 17, 15, He will 
make you more than conquerours over all your ſpt- 
ritual enemies, who, without his help, would not 
only abuſe an injure you, but alfo ruine and de- 
itroy you, Rom. 8. 37. 

5- Do you delire one that is good ? There is none 
like unto Chriſt 1n this regard ; others may have 
ſome goodneſs, but it is imperfect ; Chriſts good- 
neſs1s compleat and perfect ; He is full of good- 
neſs, and in him dwelleth no evil ; He is good, and 
he doth good; and if you are efpouſeduato Chritt, 
however bad you are by nature, he will make you 
in ſome meaſure good like him'ef. 

6. Do you defire one that is beautiful > Chrift 
iS fairer than the children of mn, Plal 43.2. Hes 
whue and ruddy , the chicfeft ayong ten thouſand, 
Cant: 5. 10, His month is moſt ſrocct, yea, he ts altoge- 
ther lovely, v. 16. His eyes are mott ſparkling, his 
looks and glances of love are moſt raviſhing, his 
ſmiles are molt delightful and refreſhing unto the 
Soul ; Chriſt is the moſt lovely and amiable per- 
ſon of all others in the world, none fo accompliih- 
ed in all regard as heis accompliſhed, and there- 
fore he is moſt defirable in this relation 3; and how- 
ever unlovely you are in yout ſelves, however de- 
formed and defiled by fin, yet if you be eſpouſed 
unto Chrift, he will pat his comclineſs -upon you, 
te will waſh you in a bath made of his own bloud, 
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22 Chriſt che B:ft Huband, or, 
fiom your defilements, and beautifie you with his 
cwa image, and ſo you ſhall become exceeding 
fair; and as you may have leave to delight your 
ſelves in Chriſts beaury,,ſo he will greatly deſire and 
delight in yours, as in the Text; Hearken, O daugh- 
ter, and con/ider , incline thine ear, &C. ſo ſhall the 
King greatly de/ire thy beauty. 

7. Do youdcire one that can love you ? None 
can love you like uato Chriſt : His love is incom- 
parable, and his love is iacomprehenſible ; his love 
paſſerh all others love; and it paſſeth knowledge 
too; Eph. 3. 19. His love is firſt, without any be- 


ginning ; his love 1s free, without any motive; his - 


love 15 great, witzout any meaſure; his love is con- 
ſtant, without 2ny change; and his love is everlaſt- 
ing, Withott any cnd. It was the Love of 
Chriſt which brought him down irom Heaven, 
ewhich vail'd his Divinity in a Humane Soul and 
Body ; which put upon him the form of a ſervant ; 
which expos'd him to contempr, reproach, and ma- 
ny indignities: It was love wiich made him ſubject 
to hupger, and thirſt, and ſorrow, and many hu- 
mane inirmities, which humbled him unto death, 
even the painful and 1gnominious death of the 
Croſs; and when out of love he had finiſhed the 
'work of Redemption on earth,as to what was need- 
ful by way of ſatisfaction; it was his love which 
carried him back to heaven, where he was before, 
that he might make application of what he had 
purchaſed, that there he might make Interceſfion 
for thoſe whom he had redeemed, and prepare a 
place for them, even glorious manſions with him- 
ſeif, in the houſe not made with hands, which is 
eteraal in the Hcavens; It is out of Love m—_ 
tg " 0a ſend- 
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fendeth ſuch tokens to his people from Heaven to 
Earth, which he conveyeth through his Ordinances 
by his Spirit unto them; and his love - tokens are 
infinitely beyond all other love-tokens m worth and 
excellency ; ſurely then none is ſo deſirable as the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt for you to eſpouſe your ſelves 
unto. If you be eſpouſed to Chrift , he is yours, all 
that he is, all that he hath ; you ſhall have his heart, 
and ſhare in the choiceſt expreſhons of his deareſt 
' Love. And now put all together. The Lord Jeſus 
Cariſt being incomparable in dignity, in riches, 1n 
wiſdome, in power, in goodueſs, in ur and 
in love; methinks you ſhould need no other mo- 
tive to perſwade you unto willingneſs to eſpouſe 
your ſelves unto him. 

2. Conſider that you are invited unto this rela- 
tion of a Spouſe unto Chriſt; Hearken, O daughter, 
and conſider, incline thine ear, &c. In thoſe words 
the Lord Jeſus doth woo you tobe his Spouſe ; we 
Miniſters have a commiſſon from our Lord to in- 
vite you in his name unto this thing, and Chriſts in- 
vitations are, 1.Real; 2, General; 3. Frequent; 
4. Earneſt; 5. Free. | 

x, Chriſts invitations of you to be his Spouſe are 
Real; the tuiag is real, that there ir an efbouſal be- 
tween Chriſt and his people; Ir is no fancy, which 
hath no ground or foundation, but in the fond 
mind and imagination of ſome fancy-full men, as 
ſome may deem it to be; for there is a clear foun- 
dation for it in the — 2 Cor. I1.1. I have 
eſpouſ-d you unto one Husband, that I may preſent you 
9p Aa Jong Virgin unto Chriſt. 1 Cor. FS. ,- ſhes 

5 joyned wnto the Lord, is one ſpirit. And as the thing 
is real, ſo you arereally invited unto it; the Lord 
| doth 


a. ©. 


doth not mock and difſemble with you, as ſome pre- 
rending Lovers, who diſſemble love unto Virgins, 
until they have gained their affetions, and then 
falſly and baſely relinquiſh them, never really in- 
tending either to eſpouſe or marry them : But the 
Lord dorh really intend the thing, in his invitations 
of you; He is repulſed by many, unt9 whom he 
maketh ſuit for their affeions ; but he never did 
caſt off any whoſe conſent and affections he had 
gained. | 

* 2, Chriſts invitations of you to be his Spouſe, 
are General; All of you are invited, and none of 
you excepted; none are excluded, but ſuch of you 
as exclude your ſelves; all ſorts of perſons are in- 
vited, not only ſuch who are of the higheſt quality, 
of whom very tew do hearken ; but alſo thoſe who 
are of the meaneſt degree in the world : the poor, 
and the blind, and the lame, and the moſt deſpica- 
ble in the eyes of men as'they are invited unto the 
marriage Supper, Lxk.14.21. ſo upon their coming 
they arc received into the marriage relation unto 
Chrift. All ſorts of ſinners are invited, not only 
thoſe who have 'kept their garments from groſſer 


' ſpots, and eſcaped the greater pollutions which are 


in the world throngh Luſt; bur alſo the moſt vile 
and abominable {inners, ſuch who have run with 
others unto the ſame exceſs of riot, and wallowed 
like ſwine in the deepe't mire of fin, the moſt noto- 
rious tranſgreſſours are invited to be Chriſts Spouſe, 
and ſhall be as welcome as any unto the embrace- 
ments of his Loye. 

3. Chriſt's invitations of you to be his Spouſe, 
are Frequent; Some will ask you once and twice, 
bur if they be denied, they will ask no more ; eſpe- 
; cially 


cially if they be of ſuperiour quality, and it would 
be for your advancement to hearken and conſent ; 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth invite not, once'or 
twice, but very frequently ; he ſtretcheth forth his 
hand all the day long, and though you have beena 
gain-ſaying people, he doth ſtill invite you; He hath 
been a Suiter unto ſome of you for many years t0- 
gether, and he is ſtill a ſuiter; and though he be fo 
much your ſuperiour, and you will be infnitely bee 
holding to him to take yon into this relation z not- 
withitaading all repulſes and unkindneſles, he deth 
invite you again by me this day, to be his 
Spouſe. 

4+ Chriſts invitations of you to be his Spouſe, 
arc Earneſt ; Heis very importunate with you; He 
doth not tacitly ſignifie his mind, and willingneſs to 
accept of yon, which would have been an infinite 
condeſcention, and ſufficient encouragement for 
you to apply your ſelves unto him ; but he doth 
call upon you, and not only call, but he doth call + 
carneftly; yea, he uſeth many arguments to per- 
ſwade you; aud he addeth entreaties to his invi- 
. tations ; He giveth us Miniſters a commiſhon to be- 
ſeech you that you would be eſpouſed unto him ; 
Heis very loth to take any denial, he is very unwil- 
ling to be put off;He knocks and knocks ard at the 
door of your hearts, for enrertainment: and as 
cearneſtneſs and importunity in Prayer doth prevail 
with the Lord for audience and an anſwer ; fo the 
Lords carneſtneſs and importunity ſbould prevail 
with you for acceptance of him in this dehrable 
relation. | 

5. Chriſts invitations of you to be his Spouſe,are 
Free; He doth not expect a portion and dowry 


With 
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with you, as many, yea, moſt great perſons do in 


their applications to any upon this account, they ' 


| fomething anſwerable to their degree and 
eſtate ; but none have any thing anſwerable unto 
Chriſts degree, neither doth he expect any thing, 
he hath enough for you and him too ; and you muſt 
have nothing , if you would be eſpouſed unto him; 
you muſt be poor, and naked, and empty, and he 
will enrich, and clotha, and fill, and ſupply yoy 
out of his treaſury, with all things needful to qua- 
life you and make you meet for himſelf. 

3. Confider if you be once eſpouſed unto Chriſt, 
you ſhall never be divorced, it once joyned in this 
relation unto him, you ſhall never be ſeparated 
from him ; neither Men nor Devils ſhall be able to 
disjoyn you, and when Death doth break all other 
conjugal bonds, it hall not break the conjugal 
bonds between you and Chriſt, but bring you unto 
the moſt full and everlaſting poſſeſſion of your 
| beloved. 

And what do yoa now ſay, young women? ſhall 
I have a grant for my Maſter, or be ſent away with 
a repulſe and refuſal? Methinks by this time ye 
ſhould begin to have a mind unto Jeſus Chriſt ; 
You look as if you did defire; you hearken, as if 
you would conſent; what do you ſay? ſhall the 
match be made up this day between Chriſt and 

our ſouls ? may 1 be inſtrumental to joyn your 

' 29: or rather your,hearts together ? may [ be 1n- 
ſtrumental to tye that knot which can never be un- 
tied? Some marry in haſte, and repent at leiſure; 
but if you' were once eſpouſed unto Jeſus Chriſt, 
you would never repent ; nothing would grieve 
you but that you were joyned: unto him no ſoon- 
| - 


An invitation of young Women unto Chriſt. 27 
er; and you would not be disjoyned again for all 
the world. Shall this be the day of your eſfouſals ? 
Some oh you have ſtayed a long time, and'will you 
deferriny longer? If you will not now, it may be 
Chriſt will not another time ; if you refuſe now 
Chriſt calleth and inviteth, Chriſt may refuſe when 
you call and intreat ; this may be the laſt rime of 
asking, aud therefore it is dangerous to refuſe : 
Some of you, axe very young, too young for ether 
eſpouſa's, but none of you are too young for this 
eſpouſal unto Jeſus Chriſt ; in other eſpouſals you 
muſt have the couſent of Parents, but in this you 
arcat your own difpoſe ; you may give, and ought 
to match your ſelves to Chrilt, whether Parents do 
conſent or no. 

24. But what ſhall we do that we may be 
efpouſed unto Jeſus Chriſt ? 

Anſro. 1, Be ſenſible of your need of Chrift, and 
this eſpouſal unto him, without which, youare 
ſlaves unto fig and Sathan, children of wrath, hated 
by God here, and in. danger of eternal ruincin the 
other world; and therefore that there is a necelſlity 
ofthis relation unto Chriſt, that you may trereby be 
intereſted in his redemption and ſalvation. - 
..-2-. Labour for longing deſixes after this relation 
unto Chriſt; he deſires that you would be. his 
Spouſe, and-do you defirethat you may be eſpqu- 
ſed to him ; deſire it chiefly, and defire. jt carneſt- 
ly; and for- this end conſider the motives, which 
I have ſpread before you, to cxcite your delirgs at- 
ter Chriſt. _ | -f 

3. Diligently ſeek. after this. relation to Chrift, 
attend upon the Ordinances which God hath ep- 
pointed to be. the means of bringing and joyning 


} int 
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28 © Ebrift the Beſt Hmband; a 
you and Chriſt together : ſuch as hearing the word, 
prayer, &c- ſeek after Chriſt in hearing, and ieft 
notin the outſide of the duty, and cry mightily to 
Godin prayer, that he would draw you and joyn 
you by his ſpirit unto his Son. 

4. Put off your filthy garmerits, I do not ſpeak of 
the garments about your bodies, but of the filthy 
raggs of fin-which are about your Souls : you muſt 

afide all filrhineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, 
lpride, and envy, and malice, and worldlieſs, 
and inordinate affection, and evil concupiſence, 
and every other defiling luſt ; theſe are the old 
clothes of the old man which mnt be put off if you 
would be eſpouſed unto Chriſt. 

Put on the white raiment and clean garrrients 
and rich robes which Chriſt hath provided for you ; 
I mean the attire of grace, the robes of his perfect 
rightcouſtefs, in theſe garments you-will be beauti. 
ful and accepted. 

- 6. Reach forth the hand of faith; and lay hold 


otthim, conſent that you will tiave him;and receive 


him'r n his own tearms, and he is yon! fot tvet: 
te your ſelves ro him body; and ſoul;'and 
all;to be his for ever; and'then you miy ſay; Aly Be 
loved is ment, and ] am bis; and then happy, happy 
you t that ever you were born !- © 
25 To you that are eſpoufed unto "Jeſus Chriſt : 
x. "Admire 'arid adore that rich and-free grace 
whidihath choſen and brought you into this relati- 
on:;"fay, Not unto us, not unto us, but nn th __ 
be the praiſe: Say, O wonderful! wonderful 
derful Love! that we ſhould be made the Spouſe ſeof 
Chriſt? We that had no Beauty! we that had n& 


xt aekl that we who eg —_ 
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be taken into the embracements of the Lord ! O In- 
finite condeſcending kindneſs ! | 
2. Sec that you give reverence unto Chriſt to 
whom yon are eſpouſed : He is your Lord, and 
you muſt reverence, and ſtand in awe of him; 
take heed of pride, paſſion, diſcontent with your 
condition, murmurings under affliction, and every 


« becoming the reverence which you owe to him. 
3. Be loving and faithful unto Chriſt, receive 

not any creature in the world into the embrace- 
| ments of that deareſt love which doth belong to 
| your eſpouſed Husband; love him ſupremely, and 
* JIovehimardently, and labour to increaſe in love to 
| Hhimdaily. | 

4+ Be ſubject unto Chriſt, and careful to pleaſe 
7/7 himinevery thing, be ready to yeild univerſal obe- 
'| dience unto Whatſoever he ſhall reveal to you to be 
his will. 

5. Endeavour to mantain daily communion with 
him in his Ordinance, deſire not ordinances for 
themſelves, but for the ſake of Chriſt; grieve when 
he withdraws,and is abſent ; rejoyce when he draws 
near, and manifeſteth his preſence. 

6. Leok, and long, and prepare for Chriſts ſc- 
cond appearance, when the nuptials between 
{/ you ſhall be ſolemnized, and you taken tolive with 
| himforcver in manſions of everlaſting joyes. 


FINIS. 


f other ſin which is diſpleaſing to Chriſt, and un- 


